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System of controls
This is the set of actions schools must take. They are grouped into ‘prevention’ and ‘response to any infection’ and are outlined in more detail in the sections below.
Prevention:
1) Minimise contact with individuals who are unwell by ensuring that those who have coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms, or who have someone in their household who does, do not attend school
2) Clean hands thoroughly more often than usual
3) Ensure good respiratory hygiene by promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach
4) Introduce enhanced cleaning, including cleaning frequently touched surfaces often, using standard products such as detergents and bleach
5) Minimise contact between individuals and maintain social distancing wherever possible
6) Where necessary, wear appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE)
Numbers 1 to 4 must be in place in all schools, all the time.
Number 5 must be properly considered and schools must put in place measures that suit their particular circumstances.
Number 6 applies in specific circumstances.
Response to any infection:
7) Engage with the NHS Test and Trace process
8) Manage confirmed cases of coronavirus (COVID-19) amongst the school community
9) Contain any outbreak by following local health protection team advice
Numbers 7 to 9 must be followed in every case where they are relevant.
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Guide to Determining Risk
1. Determine Severity (You need to consider the potential of the hazard you have identified, has it the potential to kill or cause major injury, or will it just cause minor cuts or bruising?)
	High
	Death, major injury (broken bones etc.), or illness causing long-term disability.

	Medium
	Injuries or illness causing short-term disability.

	Low
	All other injuries and illnesses, cuts, bruises etc.



2. Determine Likelihood of Occurrence What is the chance that the hazard will result in an injury (Is it near certain that it will happen or is it remote, taking into consideration duration and frequency of exposure and adequacy of existing precautions?)
	High
	Where it is certain or almost certain that harm will occur in the next year.

	Medium
	Unlikely for harm to occur in the next year, but possible.

	Low
	Where harm is very unlikely.



3. Calculate Risk (Once you have determined the severity and estimated the likelihood, weigh up the risk using the table below)
	Severity

	Likelihood
	Low
	Medium
	High

	Low
	Low
	Low
	Medium

	Medium
	Low
	Medium
	Medium

	High
	Medium
	Medium
	High



4. Determine Appropriate Action 

	
	What are the hazards?
	Who might be harmed and how?
	What are you already doing to control the risks?



	What further action do you need to take to control the risks?
	Risk Rating
	Who needs to carry out the action?
	When is the action needed by?
	Done

	Exposure to Covid-19 due to contact with contaminated persons/surfaces
	

	
	
BEFORE RE-OPENING
	

	
	Cleaning
	Staff/Pupils exposed to corona virus due to contaminated surfaces
	The school should be thoroughly cleaned prior to the full opening of the school in September


	Cleaning schedule to be prepared and shared with SLT and governors.
	L
	CMS HT and premises manager
	Before Opening
	√

	
	Maintenance/Statutory Inspections
	Staff/Pupils exposed to failure of equipment that may result in injury
	Review arrangements for building-related systems including gas, fire safety, kitchen equipment, security and access control, intruder alarms, ventilation?

	Where pieces of equipment or machinery, such as lifts, fume cupboards etc. require thorough examination or testing (TE&T) they must all be within their testing cycle. If this has elapsed then these item(s) cannot be used until they have passed the required tests. Their use will therefore need to be postponed until testing has taken place.
	L
	CMS HT and premises manager
	This is ongoing.  

	√

	
	Health and Safety Checks
	Staff/Pupils exposed to conditions may result in injury
	Undertake a health and safety check of the building and school site

	Visual inspection of the school building to identify issues that need remedying
	L
	CMS HT and premises manager
	HT and Premises manager site visit 20th August 2020
	√

	
	Water Systems
	Staff/Pupils exposed to legionella in water systems. Risk of contracting legionnaires disease
	Review arrangements for building-related systems including hot and cold water

Flush little used outlets
	Air blocks that had been occurring have now been resolved with the installation of a new pump.
	L
	CMS Premises Manager
	This is ongoing
	√

	
	Everyone must follow the systems around social distancing and hygiene
	Complacent behaviour increases the risk of infection for all
	Training and signage.
Reminders
Staff handbook has been published and distributed.
	Reflecting on the summer term, this is something that needs constant monitoring; the school feels safe and it is easy for people to fall back into a more relaxed approach. Therefore, the school management team (SMT) will need to continuously monitor and remind individuals.  Staff have been advised that persistent non-compliance could result in disciplinary action.
	M
	SMT
	Second review 9th October 2020 as part of staff training.
	

	
	WORKPLACE/WORK STATION
	

	
	Number of Pupils in a classroom
	Staff/Pupils cannot maintain 2 metres distancing. This is not considered to be high risk.
	Maximum numbers should be adhered to.

30 pupils in each class as social distancing not needed amongst primary aged pupils.

Adults expected to keep 2 metre distance where they can.

Extra furniture should be removed
	Teachers are responsible for maintaining social distancing in their classes and ensuring compliance with seating arrangements
	L
	SMT
	12th September 2020

	

	
	Teachers assigned to pupils
	Staff/Pupils coming in contact with different teachers increases risk of infection 
	Consistent groups of teaching groups throughout the school. At Dar Alfarah, a workable bubble is one year group (from 10 to 30 pupils).
	Ensure the same TA and Teachers are with the same group of pupils.

Adults can move between bubbles in order to provide the full curriculum as made clear in the DfE guidance July 2020
	L
	SMT
	Timetable in place 9th September 2020

	√

	
	MOVEMENT AROUND SCHOOL
	

	
	Break/Lunch times
	Staff/Pupils coming in contact with different groups of people increases risk of infection
	Stagger Break/Lunch times
	Timetables have been prepared and shared with the staff prior to the beginning of the autumn term.
	L
	SMT
	Timetable in place 9th September 2020

	√

	
	Use of Corridor
	Staff/Pupils coming in contact with different groups of people increases risk of infection
	Use one-way systems

Use timetable to limit movement to certain groups at a particular time.

Corridors are not wide enough for barriers so we will need to plan routes for each bubble.

	All areas not in use should be locked.

Use of gaffer tape on the floor to indicate the direction of travel has been set by CMS.
	L
	SMT
	Set up by CMS for 2nd September (put in place around 20th August). Maintained by Dar Alfarah
	√

	
	Classroom entrance/exit
	Staff/Pupils coming in contact with different groups of people increases risk of infection
	Prioritise use of classrooms where external doors are present so entry / exit can be made from outside rather internal corridors

	Pupils may need to enter classrooms one at a time as directed by teacher/TA.



If students need to queue to get into a classroom mark out clear waiting areas with 2 metre spacing. 
	


L
	CMS Premises team and SMT
	Currently 2m gaps marked out. CMS will review if the government guidance changes.
	√

	
	School Building entrance/exit
	Staff Potential to contract covid-19 through contact with other people
	Identify pickup/drop off points and communicate this to parents.

Parents and carers are not allowed on site unless they have an appointment.

	Arrangements to be shared with parents and carers.  This will need constant monitoring, especially in the early days as people get used to the new systems.
	M
	SMT
	Communicated with parents by 10th September 2020.
	√

	
	Assembly times
	Staff/Pupils coming in contact with different groups of people increases risk of infection
	No assemblies.


	No assemblies.
	L
	SMT
	
	√

	
	Faith Spaces
	Staff/Pupils coming in contact with different groups of people increases risk of infection
	Prayer will occur in each class with social distancing. No congregational prayer.
	Maintain classes withing the bubble system. Monitor prayer in the classroom if occurring.
	L
	SMT
	
	√

	
	Fire Evacuation
	If pupils keep the 2m distancing, it will take longer (and possibly too long) to evacuate the building
	School community to understand that in an emergency evacuation, the 2m distancing does not apply.
	Continue with half termly fire alarm practice
	L
	SMT and CMS premises
	First whole school practice as dictated by CMS premises staff
	

	
	WORK/SCHOOL RELATED TRAVEL
	

	
	Transport to work
	Staff/Pupils coming in contact with different groups of people increases risk of infection
	Discourage taking of trains, buses to work. Encourage the use of private vehicle, cycling, and walking.
	Stagger arrival times if possible 
                                               Avoid touch based security (Review sign-in arrangements)  
	M
	SMT
	
	

	
	Drop off/Pick up
	Staff/Pupils/Parents coming in contact with different groups of people increases risk of infection
	Stagger start and finish times to limit numbers at any one time.

Mark drop and pick up areas including with social distancing markers. Different areas may be needed for different classes and groups.

Use of pedestrian barriers to mark out specific areas.
	
	L
	SMT
	September 12th 2020
	

	
	CLEANING
	


	
	Deep cleaning
	Staff/Pupils coming in contact with potentially contaminated surfaces increases risk of infection
	Enhanced cleaning schedule is already in place; this is to be continued.
	
	M
	CMS Premises team
	Schedule agreed by CMS 12th June 2020.  Reviewed monthly by CMS.
	√

	
	Cleaning of phones/IT Equipment
	Staff/Pupils coming in contact with potentially contaminated surfaces increases risk of infection
	IT equipment to be used by one person as a designated workstation where possible and cleaned (wiped down) pre use and at the end of the day.
	Equipment must be wiped clean once someone has finished using it. This includes any work surfaces too.


	L
	Cleaners and staff.
	This routine is already in place.

	√

	
	High touch items such as photocopiers/printers/whiteboard/toys/door handles
	Staff/Pupils coming in contact with potentially contaminated surfaces increases risk of infection
	Soft toys, soft furnishings and toys (play dough, sand, Legos) that are hard to clean have been removed by CMS.

Wipes are available at each photocopier.

More frequent wipe down of high passage area door handles, including main entrance doors and commonly used doors
	An additional container has been hired by CMS and is in the carpark to store equipment that cannot be in school at the moment.

CMS Caretaking Assistant will clean high touch areas and toilets throughout the day.

Each class room to have their own spray/wipes so that surfaces can be cleaned more frequently.

	L
	SMT and CMS premises team.
	This routine is already in place.

	√

	
	Ventilation
	Staff/Pupils can be exposed to a high viral load in poorly ventilated spaces
	All spaces should be well ventilated using windows etc. where possible.

Consider opening some doors to limit touching of door handles and improve ventilation

Avoid using any spaces that do not have ventilation.
	Ensure Fire Risk Assessment is put into consideration when keeping doors open.

Fire doors should be kept shut

Premises team and SMT to monitor that windows are being kept open (unless it is very windy).

Consider arrangements for when the weather is colder. The school has a breathing building system that will bring fresh air into the rooms.
	L
	SMT and premises team.
	This routine is already in place.

	√

	
	Cleaning following a suspected or confirmed case of Coronavirus (COVID-19)

	Staff/Pupils coming in contact with potentially contaminated surfaces increases risk of infection
	Have a clear procedure in place which follows the DfE guidance on the principles of cleaning as set out by the DfE.

There is one room (with ventilation) that will be used where a case is suspected. This will limit the amount of deep cleaning needed.
	To be organised by CMS
	M
	CMS premises team.
	This routine is already in place.

	√

	
	Cleaning supplies
	Lack of cleaning supplies affects staff/pupils/cleaners fight to maintain good hygiene
	Ensure you have sufficient quantities of cleaning supplies and hand soap.

Cleaning solution to be suitable to kill viruses and bacteria.
	Make plans for how the supply will be maintained
	L
	CMS premises team
	This routine is already in place.

	√

	
	WASTE DISPOSAL
	

	
	Disposal of hazardous waste (used PPE, Tissues)
	Staff/Pupils improperly disposing of covid-19 waste
	Waste should be double bagged
Waste collection; the school has arrangements for the collection and disposal of bio-hazardous material.                                                 
	Masks worn on public transport must be removed prior to moving through the school building. School will have additional bins at each entrance to the school.
	L
	CMS premises team
	Sign post designated bin for PPE disposal by September 3rd.
	

	
	Special bins for covid-19 waste
	Staff/Pupils improperly disposing of covid-19 waste
	The bins should be lidded (pedal bin), double bagged and one for each classroom.

The bins must be emptied at the end of each day 
	
	L
	CMS premises team
	This routine is already in place.

	√

	
	HYGIENE/WELFARE
	

	
	Poor hygiene/ Handwashing
	Staff/Pupils can transfer the virus 
	Pupils and staff wash their hands - on arrival, before and after eating, after using the toilet and after sneezing and coughing

Teachers wash their hands and surfaces before and after handling pupils’ books

Posters should be placed in classrooms, wash rooms to encourage handwashing arranged by CMS

Staff to train pupils to wash their hands correctly.

	Hand sanitiser available for use by all in each classroom and at the entrance point to the school.

Adult supervision needed with pupils.
	L
	Whole school community.
	This routine is already in place.  Whole school community is comfortable with regular hand washing.

	√

	
	Washroom (Urinals/WC)
	Staff/Pupils cannot maintain 2metres apart
	Limit the number of pupils who use toilet facilities at one time

Designate different toilets for different bubbles.
	Toilets/cubicles for juniors will have to be designated for each bubble to reduce the risk of infection.

The older classes will be moved to the middle floor as that will share out the toilet facilities more evenly across the school.
	M
	SMT and staff
	Plan in place.
Furniture moved by CMS by 5th September 2020.

	√

	
	Frequency of cleaning of toilets
	Staff/Pupils can be exposed to the virus
	Toilets to be cleaned at least twice a day (one being after lunch)
	
	M
	CMS Cleaners and premises staff.
	This routine is already in place.

	√

	
	Canteen
	Overcrowding could lead to the spread of the virus
	Staggered timetable has been organised so that there should not be more than 60 pupils in the canteen at any one time (this is the absolute maximum and will mostly be no more than 30).

Only one bubble in the canteen at any time.

Pupils to clean their hands prior to eating.  Tables will be arranged to provide space between the tables and each pupil.

Teachers have been allocated to each bubble.  This should be consistent each day.
	This will need to be monitored carefully.
	M
	
	Plan in place. 
	

	
	SHARED RESOURCES
	

	
	Shared resources (Pens, books)
	Staff/Pupils can be exposed to the virus
	Limit what shared resources are required and, particularly any that are taken home

Any shared materials and surfaces are cleaned and disinfected frequently

Pupils own personal stationery is not to be shared.

Pupils to have their own set of stationery which is stored in a zippy wallet/tray with their name on.

	Practical lessons can go ahead only if equipment is cleaned between used and the classroom / space is cleaned between different groups using them

Pupils to keep all personal belonging, including lunch boxes with them 

Antibacterial wipes should be provided in all classrooms

	L
	Staff/Pupils
	This routine is already in place.

	√

	
	OUTDOORS AREA
	

	
	Outside Space
	Staff/Pupils can be exposed to the virus
	Can be used for exercises and breaks

Outdoor education can limit transmission and allow easier distancing between children and staff

The outside area has been divided up to allow each bubble to have their own area. Break times have been staggered.

Adventure play area can be used.

	Outdoor play equipment should not be used unless it can be ensured that appropriate cleaning takes place, groups do not use it at the same time and there is cleaning in between groups using the equipment.
	L
	Staff
	This routine is already in place.

	√

	
	SHARED SPACES
	

	
	Dining halls, Staff rooms, Assembly halls
	Staff/Pupils can be exposed to the virus
	Use halls and dining areas at half capacity.

Stagger the use of staff areas to maintain social distancing

	If class groups need to use the space at the same time ensure the groups do not mix and do not play sports or games together

Adequate cleaning will need to take place between groups using the shared spaces including wiping down of tables between each group.

	L
	SMT
	This routine is already in place.

	√

	
	CONTRACTORS/ VISITORS
	

	
	Contractors (Cleaners)
	Staff/Pupils coming in contact with potentially contaminated persons/ surfaces increases risk of infection
	Contractors should be given proper guidance on applicable rules before coming on site by CMS.

CMS to confirm with cleaning contractors that all relevant safety procedures are in place and that they are adhering to government guidelines.

LA protocol for contractors to be followed at all times.

	Re-view sign in arrangements 

	L
	CMS
	This routine is already in place.

	√

	
	Visitors
	Staff/Pupils coming in contact with potentially contaminated surfaces increases risk of infection
	Limit visitors and encourage remote communications.   
                                                      Advise on site guidance before attendance
	Parents, visitors and contractors are not to enter the premises if they have COVID-19 symptoms
Place signage in front of school gate and send letters to this effect.
	L
	SMT
	This routine is already in place.

	√

	
	EVACUATION
	

	
	Evacuation
	Staff/Pupils not prepared for an emergency
	Consider if any changes are required to emergency evacuation procedures because of any other changes made to provision in school e.g. reduced staff, fire wardens covering different areas, managing assembly areas

A full fire drill may not be appropriate but ensure staff are familiar with any changes to arrangements. Make sure any external staff are aware as well. 
	No need to maintain 2 metres distancing in an evacuation

	L
	All
	This routine is already in place.
	√

	
	First-aid provision
	Staff/Pupils/First aider
coming in contact with potentially contaminated surfaces/person.
	Ensure appropriate numbers of first aiders including paediatric first aiders and staff with a ‘first aid at work’ certificate

Limit numbers in first aid rooms to 1 pupil

Clean areas after any treatments

Thorough hand washing

Infrared, non-contact thermometers to be used

First aiders should use the necessary PPE (disposable gloves, aprons, face mask) while treating injured/sick persons.
	If a risk assessment determines that there is a risk of splashing, for example from coughing, spitting, or vomiting, then eye protection (face shield/goggles) should also be worn.    

If someone displays covid-19 symptoms, they will stay in a well ventilated room.               
	M
	First aider/pupils
	Plan in place by 9th September 2020

	√

	
	Fire Warden
	Staff coming in contact with potentially contaminated surfaces/persons
	Provide Fire Wardens with mini hand sanitizers that can fit in pockets for ease of use.    

	Ensure there is a sufficient number of fire wardens on site
	L
	SMT
	Plan in place by 11th September 2020

	

	
	PPE
	

	
	Use of PPE
	Staff/Pupils –Improper disposal of PPE can lead to an infection
	If PPE is used, the protocol for how to use this properly must be followed. At Dar Alfarah, we are allowing the wearing of face coverings if individuals feel more comfortable with this.

Used PPE and any disposable face coverings that staff or pupils arrive wearing are placed in a refuse bag and disposed of appropriately.
	Wearing a face covering or face mask in schools or other education settings is not compulsory

Training to ensure that everyone knows how to use it.
	L
	All
	Plan in place by 9th September 2020

	√

	
	SUSPECTED CASE OF CORONA VIRUS
	

	
	
	Staff/Pupils coming in contact with potentially contaminated surfaces/persons
	If pupils develop symptoms of coronavirus during the school day, parents will be contacted immediately and asked to collect them

The school has a designated room for pupils to wait for collection and so be kept separate from the rest of the school community.

The adult supervising is advised to wear PPE. Suitable equipment is stored in a box labelled PPE in the designated room. 

If pupils need to go to the bathroom while waiting to be collected, they should use a separate bathroom if possible. The bathroom should be cleaned and disinfected using standard cleaning products before being used by anyone else

The child will be asked to stay at home until their test results prove negative.

If a child is symptomatic but has a negative COVID-19 test, then they should stay at home until better as per government guidelines.
	If a member of staff has helped someone who was unwell with a new, continuous cough or a high temperature, they do not need to go home unless they develop symptoms themselves or the child subsequently tests positive. They should wash their hands thoroughly for 20 seconds after any contact with someone who is unwell.  However, the staff member may like to go home to change their clothes and the school will support this.

	M
	All
	Already in place
	√

	
	CONFIRMED CASE OF COVID-19
	

	
	
	Staff/Pupils infecting others
	Where a pupil or staff member tests positive those that came into close contact with them whilst they were infected will be sent home to self-isolate for 14 days. Close contact is considered to be:

· direct close contacts - face to face contact with an infected individual for any length of time, within 1 metre, including being coughed on, a face to face conversation, or unprotected physical contact (skin-to-skin)
· proximity contacts - extended close contact (within 1 to 2 metres for more than 15 minutes) with an infected individual
· travelling in a small vehicle, like a car, with an infected person
The health protection team will provide definitive advice on who must be sent home.
A template letter will be provided to schools, on the advice of the health protection team, to send to parents and staff if needed. Schools must not share the names or details of people with coronavirus (COVID-19) unless essential to protect others.
The other household members of that wider class or group do not need to self-isolate unless the child, young person or staff member they live with in that group subsequently develops symptoms.

· if the test delivers a negative result, they must remain in isolation for the remainder of the 14-day isolation period. This is because they could still develop coronavirus (COVID-19) within the remaining days.
· if the test result is positive, they should inform their setting immediately, and should isolate for at least 10 days from the onset of their symptoms (which could mean the self-isolation ends before or after the original 14-day isolation period). Their household should self-isolate for at least 14 days from when the symptomatic person first had symptoms, following ‘stay at home: guidance for households with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection’

	If there is a confirmed case in EYFS, CMS must be informed.

All cases to be reported to the LA and PHE by CMS. The school will follow all advice given.
	M
	Staff/Pupils
	Already in place
	√

	
	
	Test and Trace
	All staff to be encouraged to participate in the national test and trace system to minimise the spread of infection.
	School will need a plan for how to cover if a staff member is asked to self-isolate.
	M
	
	
	

	
	STAFF WORKING REMOTELY
	

	
	Mental Health and Safeguarding issues
	Staff may have problems with mental health
	Well Being strategy with a graduated response to be created and implemented. This will offer a range of support systems for all staff.

Have sessions/one-on-one with staff to discuss challenges
	
	M
	SMT
	
	√

	
	STAFFING LEVELS
	

	
	Clinically Extremely vulnerable staff
	Staff may become infected
	Staff who are shielding will be required to do so until July 31st.
	N/A
	L
	SMT
	
	√

	
	Clinically vulnerable Pupils
	Pupils may become infected
	CV pupils are able to attend school as normal. Care plans (including asthma plans) must be updated and known to all staff working with CV pupils.
	Asthma pumps to be kept in the classrooms or bubbles so that they are easily accessible.
	L
	SMT
	
	√

	
	Clinically vulnerable Staff
	Staff may become infected
	CV staff are able to return to work provided they follow stringent social distancing and enhanced hygiene.
	
	L
	SMT
	
	√

	
	Staff Absence
	Staff may become over-worked
	Put arrangements in place to cater for unexpected staff absences

	
	L
	SMT
	
	√

	
	Staff to pupil ratio
	Staff/Pupil may have larger groups thus increasing infection rates
	Have appropriate levels of staffing throughout the day to ensure pupils’ safety and well-being.

	
	L
	SMT
	System is in place.
	√

	
	Sudden Closure of the school e.g. local lockdown, directive from Public Health.
	

	Disruption to learning 
	
	Pupils may have their learning interrupted and so this could affect progress
	Curriculum provision to be supported by a learning platform so that the school can respond quickly to sudden changes.
	School is required to have a contingency plan in place by autumn half term.
	M
	SMT
	23rd October 2020

	
	
	Staff may not be able to carry out their roles effectively.
	School to be clear about who needs to borrow equipment etc…have this set up so that laptops can work offsite.
	All staff to have a pack ready with the things that they will need if they have to work remotely.
	M
	SMT
	

	Safeguarding 
	Vulnerable pupils may become isolated from the community and so put at further risk
	Vulnerable pupils
	Up to date register of all pupils who are vulnerable.

Places offered to these pupils so that they can continue to attend school.
	School to keep a log of attendance and communication for all pupils but more frequently for vulnerable pupils.
	M
	SMT
	










Additional Guidance
9. Contain any outbreak by following local health protection team advice
If schools have two or more confirmed cases within 14 days, or an overall rise in sickness absence where coronavirus (COVID-19) is suspected, they may have an outbreak, and must continue to work with their local health protection team who will be able to advise if additional action is required.
In some cases, health protection teams may recommend that a larger number of other pupils self-isolate at home as a precautionary measure – perhaps the whole site or year group. If schools are implementing controls from this list, addressing the risks they have identified and therefore reducing transmission risks, whole school closure based on cases within the school will not generally be necessary, and should not be considered except on the advice of health protection teams.
In consultation with the local Director of Public Health, where an outbreak in a school is confirmed, a mobile testing unit may be dispatched to test others who may have been in contact with the person who has tested positive. Testing will first focus on the person’s class, followed by their year group, then the whole school if necessary, in line with routine public health outbreak control practice.
Contingency plans for outbreaks
For individuals or groups of self-isolating pupils, remote education plans should be in place. These should meet the same expectations as those for any pupils who cannot yet attend school at all due to coronavirus (COVID-19). See section on remote education support.
In the event of a local outbreak, the PHE health protection team or local authority may advise a school or number of schools to close temporarily to help control transmission. Schools will also need a contingency plan for this eventuality. This may involve a return to remaining open only for vulnerable children and the children of critical workers, and providing remote education for all other pupils.
Remote education support
Where a class, group or small number of pupils need to self-isolate, or there is a local lockdown requiring pupils to remain at home, we expect schools to have the capacity to offer immediate remote education. Schools are expected to consider how to continue to improve the quality of their existing offer and have a strong contingency plan in place for remote education provision by the end of September. This planning will be particularly important to support a scenario in which the logistical challenges of remote provision are greatest, for example where large numbers of pupils are required to remain at home.
In developing these contingency plans, we expect schools to:
· use a curriculum sequence that allows access to high-quality online and offline resources and teaching videos, and that is linked to the school’s curriculum expectations
· give access to high quality remote education resources
· select the online tools that will be consistently used across the school in order to allow interaction, assessment and feedback, and make sure staff are trained in their use
· provide printed resources, such as textbooks and workbooks, for pupils who do not have suitable online access
· recognise that younger pupils may not be able to access remote education without adult support, and so schools should work with families to deliver a broad and ambitious curriculum.
When teaching pupils remotely, we expect schools to:
· set assignments so that pupils have meaningful and ambitious work
· teach a planned and well-sequenced curriculum so that knowledge and skills are built incrementally, with a good level of clarity about what is intended to be taught and practised in each subject
· provide frequent, clear explanations of new content, delivered by a teacher in the school or through high quality curriculum resources and/or videos
· gauge how well pupils are progressing through the curriculum, using questions and other suitable tasks and set a clear expectation on how regularly teachers will check work
· enable teachers to adjust the pace or difficulty of what is being taught in response to questions or assessments, including, where necessary, revising material or simplifying explanations to ensure pupils’ understanding
· plan a programme that is of equivalent length to the core teaching pupils would receive in school
We expect schools to consider these expectations in relation to the pupils’ age, stage of development and/or special educational needs, for example where this would place significant demands on parents’ help or support. We expect schools to avoid an over-reliance on long-term projects or internet research activities.
The government will also explore making a temporary continuity direction in the autumn term, to give additional clarity to schools, pupils and parents as to what remote education should be provided. DfE will engage with the sector before a final decision is made on this.
A range of resources to support schools in delivering remote education is available:
· curriculum maps for key subjects for year groups from Reception to year 9 will be published in July. They aim to provide support to schools in developing the ability to switch from classroom teaching to remote provision immediately in case of local lockdowns or self-isolation. A number of education resource providers intend to align their resources to these maps, to further support schools. These maps are designed as a support for schools and are entirely non-mandatory, for use at the discretion of the school.
· DfE has produced a quality assured list of remote education resources which are available to schools and parents for free over the summer term. Where pricing models have changed, schools may consider using some of their catch-up funding on remote resources in line with the access to technology section of the EEF’s COVID-19 support guide for schools
· from that start of the autumn term, Oak National Academy will make available video lessons covering the entire national curriculum, available to any school for free. These are being in developed in partnership with a wide group of teachers and school leaders to develop lessons in the popular topics. The resources will be as flexible as possible, allowing schools to reorder topics and lessons, to match their own plans and curriculum.
· Oak National Academy specialist content for pupils with SEND. This covers communication and language, numeracy, creative arts, independent living, occupational therapy, physical therapy and speech and language therapy. Their provision for next academic year will include an expanded range of content for the specialist sector.
· government-funded access to one of two free-to-use digital education platforms: Google for Education or Microsoft Office 365 Education. Schools can apply through The Key for School Leaders. The Key also provides feature comparison and case studies on how schools are making the most of these platforms.
· a network of schools and colleges for help and support on effective use of tech for remote education that can be accessed through the EdTech Demonstrator Programme.
· laptops, tablets and 4G wireless routers were made available to local authorities and academy trusts to support vulnerable and disadvantaged children (specifically, care leavers, children and young people with a social worker, and disadvantaged year 10 pupils) between May to July 2020. Local authorities and academy trusts will continue to own these devices.
· following pupils returning to school in the autumn term, laptops and tablets will be distributed directly to schools affected by a local coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak. These will be available for disadvantaged pupils in years 3 to 11 and clinically extremely vulnerable children from all year groups unable to attend school. These devices will be owned by the school and provided to children and young people who would otherwise be unable to access remote education.
· In addition to 4G routers provided to local authorities and academy trusts, the Department for Education is working in partnership with BT to offer free access to BT WiFi hotspots for disadvantaged pupils. We are also working with the major telecommunications companies to expand this offer and provide access to free additional data to families who rely on a mobile internet connection while the response to coronavirus (COVID-19) requires pupils to learn from home and access social care services online. More information on increasing internet access for vulnerable and disadvantaged children is available.
Further support is available from:
· The National Cyber Security Centre, on which video conference service is right for you and using video conferencing services securely
· annex C of the guidance on Safeguarding and remote education during coronavirus (COVID-19), as well as statutory guidance on online safety in Annex C of keeping children safe in education.
